MARIA MANELIDOU

The camp is led by the founder of the Chess
Rising Stars Academy, Maria Manelidou.
Maria is a Woman FIDE Master with a peak
FIDE rating of 2112 and ECF grade of 201.
She is an 8-time Greek Junior Champion
and winner of the World School Team
Championships in 2007.

Maria was selected by the English Chess
Federation to coach the national junior
team. She is committed to promoting
women's chess and has taught in 3
countries and 4 languages (so farl).

CHRIS RUSSELL

Chris is an active player who competes
locally, nationally and internationally. He
has held a peak FIDE rating of 2207 and ECF
grade of 214.

Chris was the British U16 Champion in 2005
and World Champion of Circular Chess in
2009. He currently teaches chess in schools
across London and his elite students have
represented England at the European Youth
Championships.

Together, Maria and Chris run the Chess
Rising Stars Chelsea Club on Saturdays.
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